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Waterfront Neighborhood Notes
September 20, 2002
1:30 pm to 4:00 pm

Susan Jurasz, Peter Reedijk

We entered waterfront from Broad Street and headed southeast
down Alaskan Way.  The Waterfront Neighborhood is defined
by the edge of Elliott Bay and runs along Alaskan Way. We
traveled down Alaskan Way to South King Street and returned
north to Broad St. 

Summary

Along the waterfront, there are marinas, the Seattle Aquarium,
shops, restaurants, and a trolley line.  Due to the trolley and the
bay, the vehicle entrances are limited to the north and south
ends of the neighborhood, with one vehicle entrance on
Madison Street.  The remaining eight entrances are for pedes-
trians. These cross the trolley lines with stairs, walkways, eleva-
tors, and bridges.  This is the only neighborhood that had cele-
brated pedestrian entrances. The only way to enter the neigh-
borhood on the southwest side was by boat. 

Observations

The trolley lines, stations, and trolley maps were main identifiers
for this neighborhood. There were only a few business that
used the word “waterfront”  in their names. Although, it is
obvious that you are on the waterfront.  

There is new thematic signage extending the length of the
Waterfront retail area, This thematic signage consists of light
poles decorated with boats, waves, and stars, kiosks with inter-
pretive elements and maps, and vehicular directions (although
hard to read from a car).  There are marine life sculptures and
compasses on top of the kiosk maps.  
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waterfront • wayfinding & next
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